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A Glimpse into the future of learning




Related:  Maker Education


Designing Personalized Learning Experiences
The phrase “personalized learning” gets tossed around a lot in education circles. Sometimes it’s used in the context of educational technology tools that offer lessons keyed to the academic level of individual students. Other times it’s referring to the personal touch of a teacher getting to know a student, learning about their interests and tailoring lessons to meet both their needs and their passion areas. As with most education jargon, the phrase isn’t fixed, but it usually connects to the idea that not all students need the same thing at the same time. It implies choice, multiple pathways to learning, many ways to demonstrate competency and resists the notion that all students learn the same way. Educator Mia MacMeekin has put together a clear infographic highlighting some of the ways teachers design “personalized” curriculum.



Play FREE Online Strategy and MMO Games | Plarium.com
EDUCATIONAL MAKERSPACES | Teacher Librarian
Editor’s Note: This article, reprinted from the June 2014 issue of Teacher Librarian: The Journal for School Library Professionals, is a thoughtful and insightful examination of the philosophy and pedagogical underpinnings of the maker movement. The authors’ analysis and argument are strong, and the benefits they tout are inspiring. The authors will follow up with two more articles on the maker movement which will be published in the next two issues of Teacher Librarian. To download a PDF version of this article, click here. Educational makerspaces (EM) and maker education (ME) have the potential to revolutionize the way we approach teaching and learning.  In practical terms, educational makerspaces are the ideal environment for maker education.  Makerspaces outside of the educational environment are adult playgrounds for thinking and whimsical construction.  The maker education approach to learning is highly individual yet lives within certain boundaries.  Invite curiosity.  Inspire wonder.



Jose Rodrigues - Be a Warrior in Sparta: War of Empires...
How the Maker Movement Is Moving into Classrooms
The Maker movement is a unique combination of artistry, circuitry, and old-fashioned craftsmanship. Certainly, learning by doing or "making" has been happening since our ancestors refined the wheel. Don’t treat making as a sidebar to an already overtaxed curriculum. As you investigate the principles behind teaching STEAM via making, you'll see sound research from many educators throughout history, including Jean Piaget who, in 1973, wrote: [S]tudents who are thus reputedly poor in mathematics show an entirely different attitude when the problem comes from a concrete situation and is related to other interests. In 1972, Seymour Papert predicted what many complain is the state of today's apps and programs for modern students: [T]he same old teaching becomes incredibly more expensive and biased toward its dumbest parts, namely the kind of rote learning in which measurable results can be obtained by treating the children like pigeons in a Skinner box. Maker classrooms are active classrooms.



Jose Rodrigues - Like #Riplaki , Play #Soldiersinc...
Teaching Coding in Class: 17 Apps to Try
November 17, 2014 Today as I was going through my bookmarks, I come across this excellent visual created by Sean Junkins where he features a bunch of powerful apps to help you teach coding in the classroom. Unfortunately, the visual does not render legible enough when turned into large infographic. So instead, I am sharing with you the apps featured in it. I really like how Sean Junkins arranged these apps into different categories which will help you target different areas in the teaching of coding. Enjoy 1- Learning the basics A- Daisy the Dinosaur Learn the basics of computer programming with Daisy the Dinosaur!  B- Move The Turtle Move The Turtle is an educational application for iPhone and iPad that teaches children the basics of creating computer programs, using intuitive graphic commands.2- Video tutorials Udacity courses are taught by industry experts from Facebook, Google, Cloudera and MongoDB.  C- Khan Academy This is the official iPad app of the popular Khan Academy platform.



TouchPal Keyboard
Take command of your Android device's touchpad keypad with a Perfect and smart Keyboard for android. You can customize the look of the keyboard with eight different themes and add additional functionality to your device. Perfect Keyboard lets you use custom dictionaries, control background and text colors, and adjust the keyboard's vibration density. In short, Perfect Keyboard allows you to setup your Android phone or tablet's touchpad keyboard so that it works best for you. Note: Perfect Keyboard works only on Android 2.2 and up Detailed Specifications: Tips: #Change Appearance and Themes:To change appearance go to settings -> appearance #About "collecting data" warning message:That warning message is a part of the Android operating system, and it appears whenever a third party keyboard is enabled.  Please report your bugs via email .  reviews:AndroidTapp:Perfect Keyboard is an excellent keyboard replacement application user reviews: Ben:Very good keyboard!



Gamestar Mechanic
How-To | Blog @Bintray
Want to distribute your Debian packages? Bintray is the tool for you! Now it’s even better with improved support, including the current Debian repository format (a.k.a. “automatic” layout), in addition to the deprecated “trivial” layout, and signing metadata with GPG. All you need to do is upload your .deb files, and Bintray will calculate and sign the metadata (index) automatically for you. We took the excellent debian support in Artifactory and reapplied it in Bintray. A Debian repository contains metadata files with information on the packages it includes and their structure within the repository.  There are two supported repository metadata layouts: “Trivial”This is the deprecated repository layout, however it is still used quite commonly.  Debian has a great feature to increase your clients’ trust – for them to be sure they are downloading your packages and not some other phony packages.  You can have Bintray automatically sign your metadata with GPG for you.  “pool/main/m/mypack”



10 places where anyone can learn to code
Teens, tweens and kids are often referred to as “digital natives.” Having grown up with the Internet, smartphones and tablets, they’re often extraordinarily adept at interacting with digital technology. But Mitch Resnick, who spoke at TEDxBeaconStreet, is skeptical of this descriptor. Sure, young people can text and chat and play games, he says, “but that doesn’t really make you fluent.” Mitch Resnick: Let's teach kids to code Fluency, Resnick proposes in this TED Talk, comes not through interacting with new technologies, but through creating them.  The point isn’t to create a generation of programmers, Resnick argues.  In his talk, Resnick describes Scratch, the programming software that he and a research group at MIT Media Lab developed to allow people to easily create and share their own interactive games and animations.  At Codecademy, you can take lessons on writing simple commands in JavaScript, HTML and CSS, Python and Ruby.  While we’re at it: bonus!



LazyCoins Launch Highlights Challenges for UK Bitcoin Businesses
A British startup has launched a cryptocurrency exchange and plans a merchant payment processor focused on businesses in London soon. Notably, the self-funded firm, called LazyCoins, is a registered Money Services Business (MSB) with the country's tax authority. That is something no other British exchange can claim. "We're trying to be as transparent as we can while waiting for the legislation to catch up," said LazyCoins' managing director Peter Heigho. Hazy regulatory landscape The startup's attempts to gain government oversight throws a spotlight on the UK's regulatory regime for digital currencies, which is far from settled. Industry players await a Treasury report currently being prepared, which could provide clarity for how the financial regulator, banks and other agencies like the tax authority deal with companies that handle cryptocurrencies.  Registering as an MSB brings a firm under the UK's anti-money laundering (AML) regulations.  He said: Tax authority stance unchanged
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