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Character Trait Cheat Sheet - Kris Noel
In order to create a relatable character, you must think about them as having several layers. Knowing and choosing character traits is important because you don’t want them to be one dimensional. It’s all not as simple as saying “this person is mean” or “this person is kind”.  I’ve listed some examples of character types: Adventurer: high levels of energy, bold, dominant, competitive, fickle, leader.  Bossy: confident, competitive, stubborn, close minded, serious, lacks shame or guilt, wants a high status. Creator: artistic, observant, persistent, sensitive, introverted, becomes easily absorbed, enthusiastic, likes his or her own company. Extrovert: outgoing, talkative, not easily intimidated, expressive, enjoys being with others, seeks social situations. Fearful: driven by fears of rejection, unhappy, withdrawn, avoids stress, uncomfortable in social situations, problems being assertive. -Kris Noel My book My goodreads



Character Questionnaires - Get to Know Your Characters
Receive more writing tips and advice (along with special offers and other Gotham news). One of the best ways to get to know your characters is to ask questions about them. Many writers do this as a kind of homework before they actually start writing a story. The more you know your characters, the fuller they will be. This might also make your story easier to write. The following questionnaires may be downloaded so you can work with the actual documents. Character Questionnaire 1 This questionnaire is found in Gotham Writers Workshops Writing Fiction. You might start with questions that address the basics about a character: What is your characters name?  What is your characters hair color?  What kind of distinguishing facial features does your character have? Does your character have a birthmark?  Who are your characters friends and family?  Where was your character born?  Where does your character go when hes angry? What is her biggest fear?  Does she have a secret? Look at your characters feet.



3 Steps to Writing a Novel with Unforgettable Characters
Character development is one of the first essential steps of writing a novel and it involves creating the people who will carry out your story. There will most likely be a variety of characters needed for your story, but none as important as your lead character – your protagonist. A well-developed protagonist has much to do with the success of writing a novel. When writing a novel, the protagonist should be someone that your readers feel is a “real person” that they come to love (or at least like a whole lot), can relate to in many ways, and will care about and think about long after they’ve turned the final page on your novel. How to Create “Real People” for Your Novel When writing a novel, there are many ways to go about creating characters and much has been written about it in “how to write a novel books”, sometimes in great detail.  Writing a Novel – Four Attributes of a Lead Character: 1.  2.  3.  4.  Writing a Novel – Three Attributes Every Character Has: 1.  2.  3.  1.  2.  3.



25 Things You Should Know About Character
Previous iterations of the “25 Things” series: 25 Things Every Writer Should Know 25 Things You Should Know About Storytelling And now… Here you’ll find the many things I believe — at this moment!  1.  Without character, you have nothing.  2.  A great character can be the line between narrative life and story death.  3.  Don’t believe that all those other aspects are separate from the character.  4.  The audience will do anything to spend time with a great character.  5.  It is critical to know what a character wants from the start.  6.  It doesn’t matter if we “like” your character, or in the parlance of junior high whether we even “like-like” your character.  7.  It is critical to smack the audience in the crotchal region with an undeniable reason to give a fuck.  8.  You must prove this thesis: “This character is worth the audience’s time.”  9.  Don’t let the character be a dingleberry stuck to the ass of a toad as he floats downriver on a bumpy log.  10.  11.  12.  13.  The law of threes.  15.  16.  17.  18.



Creative Writing Prompts: Secrets and Lies for Your Characters
Nothing is better (or more fun for the writer) than a story-relevant secret or lie. Give some dilemma beneath the surface story to give your character depth, add suspense and tension, and keep your reader turning the pages. You can drop hints throughout your writing and when the reveal comes—you will surprise, shock, and delight your reader. Creating a character with a strong internal conflict, secret, or burden makes for one compelling read!  Below are writing prompts to help you find some ideas for internal secrets, lies (and therefore conflict) for your characters.  Write about a broken promise.  Write about a secret.  Write about a lie that protects.  Write about a lie that is told to hurt.  Do this brainstorming throughout the writing of your work in progress.  Award-winning novelist Kathy Steffen teaches fiction writing and speaks at writing programs across the country.



Character Chart for Fiction Writers - EpiGuide.com
If you're a fiction writer -- whether you're working on a novel, short story, screenplay, television series, play, web series, webserial, or blog-based fiction -- your characters should come alive for your reader or audience. The highly detailed chart below will help writers develop fictional characters who are believable, captivating, and unique. Print this page to complete the form for each main character you create. IMPORTANT: Note that all fields are optional and should be used simply as a guide; character charts should inspire you to think about your character in new ways, rather than constrain your writing. Fill in only as much info as you choose.  If this character chart is helpful, please let us know!  Looking for more character questionnaires / charts?



Traits of Human Consciousness
Several Steps Further: Aside from the listing above, traits of human consciousness can be viewed from a number of other perspectives. Here are several: Traits Organized from Psychological (Inner-oriented) to Social (Outer-oriented) Human personality/character traits can be divided by those that are inner/psychological; and those that are outer-oriented/social. (They can then be further divided positively and negatively.)  Traits Expressing in the Vertical Scale of Human Consciousness (Physical, Vital, Mental) The individual human expresses exits at three fundamental planes or levels of being -- mental, vital, and physical.  ARTICLE:   Positive and Negative Human Traits (from a spiritual perspective) New Fundamental Traits/Capacities that Enable Higher Achievement and Personal Growth Spiritual Traits/Capacities that Enable Vastly Higher Achievement, and Personal Growth Negative Traits/Capacities that Retard Achievement & Personal Growth Personal and Society's Values
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